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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Special Meeting Minutes – November 13, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Swanzey Conservation Commission joined the Open Space Committee (OSC) for a meeting at 3:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Roberta Visser, 
Jane Johnson, Linda Hunt and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Bob Goodrich 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
OSC Chair Sharon Greatbatch and members Theresa DiLuzio, Jeanne Thieme, Town Administrator Michael 
Branley, Mark Goodrich with DuBois & King, and Jack Wozmak, Airport Manager 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Proposals for Wetlands Mitigation at the Airport Project 

 Wilson Pond Dam project 
Goodrich said DuBois & King can take more than one project to the Department of Environmental Services 
(DES). Discussion occurred about the Lower Wilson Pond Dam project. That project is costing $450,000 
and the funds available for the airport project are $300,000. DuBois & King says there is enough 
information already obtained to submit the Wilson Pond Dam project.  

 

 Granquist property project was discussed next. This property is primarily wetlands of about 60 acres 
located between State Route 32 and Swanzey Lake Road where Martin Brook and Perry Brook meet and 
flow into the South branch of the Ashuelot River and shown at Swanzey Tax Map 30, Lot 11. The 
ecological values include high-yield aquifer, wildlife habitat, migratory waterfowl sanctuary, and flood 
control. Survey and legal work would cost about $10,000. Branley said the land has to be subdivided and 
surveyed at estimate of $10,000. Branley spoke about conversations with the lawyer about the status of 
the will and estate determination. Bernard volunteered to get estimate on assessment for buffers and 
cost of plantings that might be needed from Jeff Littleton of Moosehead Ecological and Branley will get 
estimate for a thumbnail survey for subdividing the house from the balance of the land. Both to provide 
data to Goodrich as soon as possible for submission as proposed project. 

 

 DiLuzio spoke about land bordering the South Branch of the Ashuelot River at Carlton Road which is about 
18 acres next to new development in the field to the west and additional acreage on the east bank of the 
river which has been recently purchased by an owner of a campground elsewhere in Swanzey. She said 
that the Nature Conservancy is interested in an easement which provides oversight of the land. Bernard 
will consult with Jeff Littleton regarding the ecological values for this land. Tax Map 32, Lot 4 (Amidon 
property), (Filipi property), Tax Map 32, Lot 3-10.  
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 Bernard suggested the South Road crossing of the South Branch of the Ashuelot. The river needs buffering 
from activity of the horse farm/business. Johnson pointed out that it was agreed in the past that there 
would be a barrier to protect the river. The water testing done in the past has shown poor water quality 
at the site. Johnson said it is up to Code Enforcement and Planning Board and not for this project. 
Wozmak said the funds could be used to encourage the property owner to move the animal waste further 
from the river. It was agreed to eliminate this one from the proposed projects. 

 

 DiLuzio suggested the Meadowsend timber land property on Christian Hill which is 200 acres we could put 
an easement on the property to prevent development. It is upland forest and belongs to the timber 
company now. Timber operation could continue to operate, but the land would be protected from 
development. Wozmak suggested the cost of acquiring the conservation easement could be a proposed 
project. DiLuzio said the property needs to be appraised, which is based on highest and best use. DiLuzio 
said she would ask Meadowsend land owners for what the value of the land is. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Airport Expansion Project Questions 
Roberta Visser pointed out a typographical error in the documentation provided by DuBois & King airport project, 
and had a question which Goodrich responded to. She asked about monitoring for erosion control and Goodrich 
said there is a team that does that. Goodrich said they will use best management practices. Smith noted that the 
wetlands permit would be signed off at next Conservation Commission meeting for the 390 feet of stream in need 
of mitigation. 
 
Next Meeting: December 3, 2018 
 
The Conservation Commission members, and Goodrich and Wozmak left the meeting at 4:05 pm. The OSC 
remained to continue their meeting. 
    
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


